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BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
  

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION  DOCKET NO. 01-AFC-24 
OF THE DATA ADEQUATE  
PALOMAR ENERGY PROJECT FEBRUARY 6, 2002 
BY SEMPRA ENERGY RESOURCES  

  
 

COMMISSION ADOPTION ORDER  
 

This Commission Order adopts the Commission Decision on the Palomar Energy 
Project.  It incorporates the Presiding Member’s Proposed Decision (PMPD) in the 
above-captioned matter and the Committee Errata issued August 6, 2003.  The 
Commission Decision is based upon the evidentiary record of these proceedings 
(Docket No. 01-AFC-24) and considers the comments received at the August 6, 2003, 
business meeting.  The text of the attached Commission Decision contains a summary 
of the proceedings, the evidence presented, and the rationale for the findings reached 
and Conditions imposed. 
 
This ORDER adopts by reference the text, Conditions of Certification, Compliance 
Verifications, and Appendices contained in the Commission Decision.  It also adopts 
specific requirements contained in the Commission Decision which ensure that the 
proposed facility will be designed, sited, and operated in a manner to protect 
environmental quality, to assure public health and safety, and to operate in a safe and 
reliable manner. 
 

FINDINGS 
 
The Commission hereby adopts the following findings in addition to those contained in 
the accompanying text: 
 
1. The Palomar Energy Project is sponsored by Palomar Energy, LLC, a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Sempra Energy Resources to supply electricity in Southern 
California. 

 
2. The Conditions of Certification contained in the accompanying text, if 

implemented by the project owner, ensure that the project will be designed, sited, 
and operated in conformity with applicable local, regional, state, and federal laws, 
ordinances, regulations, and standards, including applicable public health and 
safety standards, and air and water quality standards. 

 
3. Implementation of the Conditions of Certification contained in the accompanying 

text will ensure protection of environmental quality and assure reasonably safe 
and reliable operation of the facility.  The Conditions of Certification also assure 
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that the project will neither result in, nor contribute substantially to, any significant 
direct, indirect, or cumulative adverse environmental impacts. 

 
4. Existing governmental land use restrictions are sufficient to adequately control 

population density in the area surrounding the facility and may be reasonably 
expected to ensure public health and safety. 

 
5. The evidence of record establishes that no feasible alternatives to the project, as 

described during these proceedings, exist which would reduce or eliminate any 
significant environmental impacts of the mitigated project. 

 
6. The evidence of the record does not establish the existence of any 

environmentally superior alternative site. 
 
7. The Decision contains a discussion of the public benefits of the project as 

required by Public Resources Code section 25523(h). 
 
8. The Decision contains measures to ensure that the planned, temporary, or 

unexpected closure of the project will occur in conformance with applicable laws, 
ordinances, regulations, and standards. 

 
9. The proceedings leading to this Decision have been conducted in conformity with 

the applicable provisions of Commission regulations governing the consideration 
of an Application for Certification and thereby meet the requirements of Public 
Resources Code sections 21000 et seq. and 25500 et seq. 

 
ORDER 

 
Therefore, the Commission ORDERS the following: 
 
1. The Application for Certification of the Palomar Energy Project as described in 

this Decision, is hereby approved and a certificate to construct and operate the 
project is hereby granted. 

 
2. The approval of the Application for Certification is subject to the timely 

performance of the Conditions of Certification and Compliance Verifications 
enumerated in the accompanying text and Appendices.  The Conditions and 
Compliance Verifications are integrated with this Decision and are not severable 
therefrom.  While the project owner may delegate the performance of a Condition 
or Verification, the duty to ensure adequate performance of a Condition or 
Verification may not be delegated. 

 
3. This Decision is adopted on August 6, 2003, consistent with Public Resources 

Code section 25530 and California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 1720.4.  
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4. An y petition  r equ estin g Com mi ssi on  re co nsi de ratio n o f thi s Decision  ( or an y
de te rmi na tio n by th e C om missi on on  its own  m oti on  to  r eco nside r)  sh al l b e fil ed 
an d ser ve d b y Sep te mbe r 5, 20 03, w hich is no  la te r tha n 3 0 days after  th e date of
ad op tio n.  ( Pu b. Re sou rces Co de, §  25 53 0.) 

5. Ju di cia l revie w o f cer ti fication  d eci si ons i s g overn ed  by Sectio n 2 55 31 of th e Pub li c
Re so urces Co de .

6. Th e Com mi ssi on  he re by ad opts the  C ond ition s of Ce rti fi catio n, Co mpl ia nce 
Ve ri fication s, an d associated  di sp ute  r eso lu tio n pro ce dur es as p art o f thi s D ecisi on 
in  o rde r to im ple me nt th e com pli an ce mo nitor ing  p rog ra m r eq uir ed  by Publ ic
Re so urces Co de  se ction  2 553 2.  All  co nd iti on s i n thi s Decision  take  e ffe ct
im me dia te ly up on ad optio n a nd  ap pl y to all  constr uctio n a nd  si te  pr ep ara ti on
acti vitie s i nclud in g, bu t n ot li mi ted  to, gr oun d distu rba nce, si te pr epa ra tio n, an d
pe rm ane nt stru ctu re  co nstru ction .

7. Th e Exe cu tive Dir ector  o f the  Co mm issio n sha ll tr ansmi t a  copy o f thi s D ecisi on 
an d app ro pri ate a ccomp an yin g docum ents as pr ovi de d b y Pub li c R esour ce s C od e
se ction  2 553 7 and  C ali fo rni a Cod e of Re gul ation s, ti tl e 2 0, se ction  1 768 .

Da te d Aug ust 6 , 2 00 3, at Sa cr ame nto, Ca lifor nia .

WILL IAM  J. KEESE
Ch ai rma n

ROBERT PERNELL 
Co mm issio ner 

__ __ ___ __ Absen t__ __ ___ __ 

AR TH UR H. ROSENFELD , Ph.D.
Co mm issio ner 

JAMES D. BOYD
Co mm issio ner 

JOHN L. GEESMAN
Co mm issio ner 


